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In my previous Quarterly Message, I highlighted the grave threat to us all of the risk 

that non-State actors, especially when combined with terrorism, may have access to 

nuclear, chemical and biological weapons and their means of delivery.  In this 

regard, I would like to call to your attention the eloquent remarks on this threat and 

on the need for all of us to act to counter it by Michael Douglas, the United Nations 

Messenger of Peace.  

 

Since my last message, much has been accomplished.  The Group of Experts has 

completed its work updating States’ matrices, the first update since 2009.  The 

revised matrices provide a snapshot in 2015 of measures taken to implement 

resolution 1540 (2004).  They are an essential part of the Comprehensive Review 

and  will help to identify the best ways for the 1540 Committee to work with 

Member States, as they request, to further enhance implementation of resolution 

1540 (2004).   

 

I would like to draw your attention to a number of events that have taken place 

since my last message: 

 

 On 16 June 2015, I briefed the members of the Security Council on 

progress about the implementation of resolution 1540 (2004) and the 

process for its Comprehensive Review. I delivered a joint statement on 

behalf of the three committees established pursuant to resolutions 1373 

(2001), 1540 (2004) and 1267 (1999)/1989 (2011), emphasizing that 

terrorism and the risk posed by weapons of mass destruction proliferation 

by non-State actors remained a serious threat and stressing the importance 

of close and effective cooperation among the Al-Qaida Sanctions 

Committee, the Counter-Terrorism Committee and the 1540 Committee. 

After the briefing, the Security Council issued a press statement inviting 

UN Member States, relevant international organizations and appropriate 

sectors of civil society to engage actively in the process of the 

Comprehensive Review. 

 I used the opportunity of the 2015 NPT Review Conference, which 

ended in May, to brief Conference participants on the work of the 1540 

Committee.  

 I visited Vienna, where I addressed the OSCE’s Forum for Security 

Co-operation and met the head of Serbia’s OSCE delegation, Ambassador 

Vuk Žugić who was acting for the Chairperson-in-Office of the OSCE 

Permanent Council (Serbia’s Foreign Minister Ivica Dacic). While in 

Vienna, I had discussions with the Director General of the IAEA, 

Mr. Yukiya Amano, and the Executive Director of UNODC, Mr. Yuri 

Fedotov. These organizations play a critical role in facilitating 

implementation of resolution 1540 (2004) in their areas of expertise.  I also 

met with the Chair of the Nuclear Suppliers Group. 

 

The Committee and its Group of Experts have participated in outreach and national 

events.  A list of these events can be found on the 1540 website at: 

http://www.un.org/en/sc/1540/transparency-and-outreach/un-multimedia.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/sc/1540/reports-and-briefings/pdf/statement.chair.sc.16jun15.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/sc/1540/reports-and-briefings/pdf/jointbriefing.sc.16jun15.pdf
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sc11929.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/en/sc/1540/transparency-and-outreach/outreach-events/pdf/ChairStatementNPTRevConfSideEvent2015.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/sc/1540/transparency-and-outreach/outreach-events/pdf/ChairStatementViennaOSCE-FSCMeeting2015.pdf


http://www.un.org/en/sc/1540/transparency-and-outreach/outreach-

events/events.shtml. 

 

Looking ahead, the Committee will convene a number of events that will offer an 

opportunity for all stakeholders to provide inputs into the Comprehensive Review.  

I intend for the Committee to actively solicit inputs, not just provide opportunities 

to do so.  The meeting of former 1540 Experts to draw on their experiences and 

views, which was held in South Africa in May, is an example of these consultative 

efforts. 

 

The Points of Contact are a very relevant element of our work. I am pleased to 

inform you about the intention of the Committee to conduct a training course for 

national 1540 Points of Contact in September and express my thanks to the 

Government of China for hosting this event. The Committee plans for further such 

training courses in Africa and Latin America in 2016.  Chile has offered to host the 

training course for the Latin American region. 

 

In the summer of 2016, formal open consultations of the Committee with Member 

States, relevant international organizations and appropriate sectors of civil society 

will be held at the UN Headquarters in New York City.  I will use this message to 

keep you apprised of such opportunities and will keep you updated about the 

consultations in coming Quarterly Messages. 

 

http://www.un.org/en/sc/1540/transparency-and-outreach/outreach-events/events.shtml
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